

   The Change of the Priesthood
   Hebrews 7:11-19
Introduction:

I.  Another Priest Has Risen – 7:11
A. The Law Did Not Bring Perfection.

If it ain’t broke don’t fix it. But it was broke and God had to fix it.

Prophet spoke to man for God. Priest spoke to God for Man - It was a scary procedure. Make one miss-step and you die.

Uzzah - II Samual 6:6-7

“And when they came to ﻿﻿Nachon’s threshing floor, Uzzah put out his ﻿﻿hand to the ark of God and ﻿﻿took hold of it, for the oxen stumbled. Then the anger of the Lord was aroused against Uzzah, and God struck him there for his ﻿﻿error; and he died there by the ark of God.”
The High Priest went into the Holy of Holies one day a year on the Day of Atonement for the sins of the people. He had bells on the bottom of his robe. One writer says that they would tie a rope on one leg of the High Priest in case God struck him dead they could pull him out.

But, after all of that, at the end of the Day of Atonement the last thing they would say to each other was, “see you next year.” The law did not bring perfection!
He says the same thing in 8:7
   “For if that ﻿﻿first covenant had been faultless, then no place would have been sought for a second. ﻿ 

But it was not the fault of the Law - 8:8 says, “Because finding fault with them…
Hodges wrote:
“The Old Covenant failed because of the sinfulness of the nation, for which it had no remedy. The New Covenant, however, has such a remedy,”
The sacrifice of the New Covenant took away sin. 

The purpose of the Law was:
1. To point out sin - Romans 7:7
What shall we say then? Is the law sin? Certainly not! μὴ γένοιτο  On the contrary, ﻿﻿I would not have known sin except through the law. For I would not have known covetousness unless the law had said, ﻿﻿“You shall not covet.” 

2. To point men to Christ -- Galatians 3:24
“Therefore ﻿﻿the law was our ﻿﻿tutor to bring us to Christ, ﻿﻿that we might be justified by faith. But after faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor.”
B. The New (and Different)  Priesthood Was Needed
ἀνίστασθαι- ἀνίστημι - rise, lit. “stand up”
Jesus was after the order of Melchizedek, not after the order of Aaron. So, a new priesthood is presented.

II. When the Priesthood Changes, The Covenant Has To Change – 7:12-14

A. The New Priest Is from Another Tribe – 7:13a
Jesus was from the tribe of Judah.
B. No Man from Judah Has Officiated at the Altar - 7:13b    
Saul – tribe of Benjamin – offered sacrifice.
2 Samuel 13:13
﻿
“And Samuel said to Saul, ﻿﻿“You have done foolishly. ﻿﻿You have not kept the commandment of the Lord your God, which He commanded you. For now the Lord would have established your kingdom over Israel forever.”
King Uzziah of Judah -- 2 Chronicles 26:18-19
“And they [the priests] withstood King Uzziah, and said to him, “It ﻿﻿is not for you, 

“Uzziah, to burn incense to the Lord, but for the ﻿﻿priests, the sons of Aaron, who are consecrated to burn incense. Get out of the sanctuary, for you have trespassed! You shall have no honor from the Lord God.” Then Uzziah became furious; and he had a censer in his hand to burn incense. And while he was angry with the priests, ﻿﻿leprosy broke out on his forehead, before the priests in the house of the Lord, beside the incense altar”
“Until the day of his death Uzziah was leprous to such an extent that he had to be quarantined and had to yield the reins of government to Jotham his son.”
One from Judah was not allowed to do priestly work.

C. Jesus Was Born of the Tribe of Judah - 7:14a
In the middle of Mary’s genealogy, Luke 3:33, we find these names: “the son of Amminadab, the son of Ram, the son of Hezron, the son of Perez, the son of Judah, the son of Jacob, the son of Isaac, the son of Abraham, ﻿﻿the son of Terah, the son of Nahor…”
Jacob gave a prophecy concerning his sons. In Genesis 49:10 concerning Judah he said,
“﻿﻿The ﻿﻿scepter [ruler-ship] shall not depart from Judah, Nor ﻿﻿a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh comes; and to Him shall be the obedience of the people.”
D. The Law Said Nothing about Judah Concerning the Priesthood – 7:14b

Repeated from 7:13b
III. Spiritual Requirements are now in Place – 7:16
A. The Aaronic Priests Had To Meet Physical (Fleshly = physical) Requirements – 7:16a

1. They had to be born in the right tribe – Levi

2. They could have no physical deformity.

3. Though some were good spiritually, others were not.

4. Because they were physical, they died.

B. Christ’s Priesthood Is Based on an Oath from the Father – 7:16b -17 (Psalm 110:4)
    
﻿﻿“You are a priest forever  According to the order of Melchizedek.” 
(The King-Priest) The Son was appointed.
1. He was physically perfect.
2. He was physically one with us.

3. And, He was perfect spiritually.

4. By the Oath, He is High Priest forever.
IV. The Law Was Set Aside – 7:18-20

A. The Law Was Weak and Unprofitable – 7:18

Again, the Law was perfect, but it did not suit man. Man could not keep it. So it did man some good but could not bring them to God. In fact it kept them away from God.

B. The Law Made Nothing Perfect – 7:19

1. So, man could not come near to God
He was shut out of the Holy of Holies where God dwelt.
As long as that veil was in place, man could not get to God.

What happened to the veil when Christ died?

It was torn from top to bottom by God’ doing.

2. But the New Covenant allows man to come near to God.

Since the cross, the sacrifice of the New Covenant, man has access to God through Jesus Christ.

Conclusion:

We are going to see throughout this book that the Law has been done away.

But right here I would like to ask this question. You must choose between these two things:

Do you want Jesus as your High Priest?
Or

Do you want the Law?

You can’t have both.

